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Butanol

Butanol or butyl alcohol (sometimes also called biobutanol when produced 
biologically), is a primary alcohol with a 4 carbon structure and the molecular formula
of C4H9OH. It belongs to the higher alcohols and branched-chain alcohols.

Definition

Preparation of esters, especially butyl acetate, solvent for resins and coatings, 
plasticizers; dyeing assistant; hydraulic fluids; detergent formulations; dehydrating 
agent (by azeotropic distillation); intermediate; “butylated” melamine resins; glycol 
ethers; butyl acrylate.

It is primarily used as a solvent, as an intermediate in chemical synthesis, and as a 
fuel.

Application

71-36-3CAS Number

374 lb drumsPackaging
& Handling

Remarks Transport Category 3

Appearance: Clear, colorless solution.
Odor: Strong characteristic, mildly alcoholic odor.
Solubility: 9 mL/100 mL water @ 25C
Specific Gravity: 0.81 @ 20C/4C
% Volatiles by volume @ 21C (70F): 100
Boiling Point: 118C (244F)
Melting Point: -89C (-128F)
Vapor Density (Air=1): 2.6
Vapor Pressure (mm Hg): 5 @ 20C (68F)
Evaporation Rate (BuAc=1): 0.46

FLAMMABLE LIQUID AND VAPOR. HARMFUL IF SWALLOWED, INHALED OR 
ABSORBED THROUGH SKIN. AFFECTS CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
CAUSES IRRITATION TO SKIN, EYES AND RESPIRATORY TRACT. MAY 
AFFECT LIVER AND KIDNEYS.
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We cannot anticipate all conditions under which this information and our products, or the products of other manufacturers in combination with our products, may 
be used. We accept no responsibility for test results obtained by the application of this information or the safety and suitability of our products, either alone or in 
combination with other products. Users are advised to make their own test to determine the safety and suitability of each product or product combination for their 
own purposes. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, we sell the products without warranty, and buyers and users assume all responsibility and liability for loss or 
damage  arising from the handling and use of our products, whether used alone or in combination with other products.


